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Quote of the Week
“Only the 

unsavory kind 

makes a career 

out of politics.”
—Brookhaven Conservative chair 

Richard Johannesen (See page 1)
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Rocky Point High School students at the career day brunch at East Wind Wednesday. Author John Westermann was 
one of the panelists.

Rocky Point students receive career advice at brunch
Take this job and love it
By Grant Parpan

WADING RIVER—One point 
was repeated unanimously among the 
speakers at Rocky Point High School’s 
third annual “Road to Success” career 
brunch at East Wind Wednesday. 

It was a simple, yet important piece 
of advice: “Whatever you choose to do 
for a career, make sure it’s something 
you have fun doing.”

That pearl of wisdom is something 
each of the 12 speakers, whose careers 
span a variety of fields, from public re-
lations to law enforcement, can relate 
to. Not only did they all admit to truly 
liking what they’re doing, but many of 
them had previously dabbled in fields 
they found they didn’t particularly 
care for.

“The most important thing is to 
choose something you’ll have fun with,” 
said Jessica Savage, a 2000 Rocky Point 
graduate now working as a senior ac-
count executive at Greenstone/Fon-
tana, a full-service advertising and 
marketing agency. 

She should know. Initially a com-
puter science major at University of 
Scranton, she changed her focus to ma-
jor in communications. Originally she 
thought she’d get into journalism , but 
then ended up in advertising, where 
she now feels she truly belongs.

It’s a path many of the 81 students 
in attendance Wednesday will most 
likely travel in their professional lives. 
Their teacher and Career Advisory 
Partnership chairperson Susan Wilson 
estimated 90 percent of the students do 
not know what they want to do for a 
living.

“The other 10 percent may know,” 
she added.

Still, if they listened to the panel, they 

know they’re not alone and it’s not too 
late to succeed.

“Don’t panic,” said police officer 
Jack Brehm. 

He also took a long path to where 
he is now. Previously a career military 
man, serving in the U.S. Air Force as 
a pararescue jumper, the Rocky Point 
resident even published a 
book about his experience 
as the pararescue jumpers’ 
supervisor coordinating the 
group’s efforts the night of 
the “Perfect Storm.” He now 
works for the Suffolk County 
Police Department’s marine 
division on Fire Island.

“I’ve fudged my way 
through life and made a living 
doing something I enjoy do-
ing,” Mr. Brehm said.

“I stand before you with a check 
coming in every week and I assure you 
it’s not from [feeling as if I’m actually] 
working.” 

After introducing themselves to 
those in attendance, each of the speak-
ers took turns talking one-on-one with 
the students at each table.

Some brought examples of their 
life’s work, others gave computer pre-
sentations.

When asked what the most gruesome 
injury he ever saw was, Stony Brook 
University athletic trainer and assis-
tant professor Xristos Gaglias lunged 
for his computer. After one click of the 
mouse, a photo of a wide receiver with 
his ankle broken and snapped back 
popped up on the screen.

“Eeeww,” the students all moaned.
The idea for the brunch was origi-

nally developed in 2004 to help expose 
students to what careers are out there 
for them to choose. About 60 students 

attended the first year.
This year was the first in which the 

brunch was fully funded by sponsor 
donations.

The workshops held throughout 
the school year by the Career Ad-
visory Partnership are also growing. 
The school held just two workshops in 

2004-05. That number grew 
to eight this school year.

“We’ve had wonderful 
feedback from the stu-
dents,” Ms. Wilson said. 
“The biggest complaint 
we get is that the kids wish 
they had more time with 
the speakers.”

Senior Kaitlin Sidorsky, 
who has attended all three 
brunches, said she has al-

ways known she wanted to be an attor-
ney. A lawyer who attended the 2005 
brunch suggested to her that she pur-
sue a career in international or govern-
mental law. She said Wednesday that’s 
exactly what she plans on doing when 
she graduates from Bryant College in 
Rhode Island, where she has enrolled 
for next semester.

This year she had the opportunity to 
speak with panelist Annmarie Johan-
nesen, a 1983 Rocky Point graduate 
and partner in a law firm with her hus-
band, Richard.

“She helped a lot with discussing the 
whole process of law school,” Kaitlin 
said. “She also gave me tips for being 
both a mother and a lawyer, because 
I eventually want to start a family … 
way, way down the road.”

Seven of the 12 speakers are gradu-
ates of Rocky Point High School. They 
include Michael Conte, Class of 1982 
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‘The biggest 
complaint we get 
is that the kids 
wish they had 
more time with 
the speakers.’

Susan Wilson
Public Meetings
Tuesday, May 1
4 p.m.—Brookhaven Town Board, 

Town Hall.
Wednesday, May 2
3 p.m.—Brookhaven Town Zoning 

Board of Appeals, Town Hall.
Thursday, May 3
8 p.m.—Longwood Board of Edu-

cation, high school.

Correction
Shoreham-Wading River baseball 

player Keith Butler was incorrectly 
identified as the first baseman for Mill-
er Place High School last week. The 
North Shore Sun regrets the error. 
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The Lobster Roll Restaurant “Northside”
The “Country Cousin” of the famed Hampton’s Eatery

Great Spring Specials!
Cozy eat-in taproom, extensive entrée & sandwich 

menu, family friendly, smiley service, adjacent to a lovely 

retail marketplace. Truly an “Oasis in the Country.”

Two Miles North of Riverhead Center & the Outlets 
1/2 Mile West of Roanoke Avenue at 

3225 Sound Ave., Riverhead
631-369-3039Open Fri, Sat & Sun

For Lunch & Dinner

 Eclairage
   Lighting & Design, Inc.

COMMERCIAL LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

435C Rte. 25A, Mount Sinai (Between the Post Offi ce and White Castle)

331-3425 fax 331-3439 
8a.m. - 5p.m. Mon. - Fri. • 8a.m. - 4p.m. Sat.

Residential

Lighting & 
Electrical 
Supplies 
Circuit breakers

Conduit and wire

Fluorescent and 
incandescent 
bulbs

Landscape lighting

Bathroom and 
paddle fans

Dimmers and 
controls

*Expert lamp 
repairs*

Door Door 
SconceSconce

Landscape Landscape 
LightingLighting

BathroomBathroom
VanityVanity

ChandelierChandelier
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and CEO of Syntax Communication; 
Dr. Carolyn Hembury-Reynen, Class 
of 1984 and a local chiropractor; Jo-
seph Tapler, Class of 1985 and an assis-
tant principal at Rocky Point Middle 
School; Anthony Grisafi, Class of 1996 
and an employee of an architectural 
firm in New York City; Anthony Fi-
gliola, Class of 1999 and the economic 
development manager for the Town of 
Brookhaven; Ms. Savage and Ms. Jo-
hannesen.

Also speaking Wednesday were 
Howard Gimple, a former school 
board member and a writer of varying 
backgrounds, who currently works for 
Stony Brook University; John Wester-
mann, a retired police officer, who has 
published three novels and currently 
works as a sportswriter for Times Bea-
con Record Newspapers; and James 
Ganetis, chairperson for the division 
of diagnostic and therapeutic sciences 
at Stony Brook University.

By Grant Parpan

CORAM—At most civic meetings 
across the Town of Brookhaven the 
mention of the highway department is 
often followed by a noise. Sometimes 
it’s a chuckle. Other times it’s a clearing 
of the throat or a not-so-subtle grunt.

That’s why it was of note Monday 
when at the Coram Civic Association’s 
monthly meeting more noise was made 
by community members following the 
presentation of a proposed apartment 
complex than after a visit from super-
intendent of highways John Rouse.

The planned development calls for 
200 rental units to be constructed and 
operated by Avalon Bay Properties 
on a 41-acre parcel opposite Coram 
Pond Diner on Middle Country Road, 
stretching to Mooney Pond Road. 

Most of the opposition to the project 
Monday came from a group of residents 
who live in the community around 
Mooney Pond Road and Pauls Path.

The residents outlined several rea-
sons for their opposition to the project, 
including an increase to the current 
traffic problem in the area, the envi-
ronmental impact of developing on the 
parcel and the effect the development 

might have on taxpayers of the Long-
wood School District.

“This is not acceptable,” said Chris 
Rudman, who lives on Mooney Pond 
Road. “You wouldn’t do this to your 
neighbor.”

The development plans feature sev-
en three-story buildings with 24 units 
apiece, and two two-story buildings 
with 16 units each. Half the units would 
be two-bedroom rentals and the other 
half would be one bedroom. The devel-
opment would also feature a clubhouse, 
fitness center and heated pool.

Less than half of the 41 acres would 
be developed, said Avalon Bay repre-
sentative Rashid Walker. Mooney Pond 
would be preserved and maintained by 
Avalon Bay and more than seven acres 
of mostly wetlands would be donated 
back to the town.

The project is currently pending site-
plan approval. 

Mr. Walker said the rental rates 
would be in the $1,500-$2,000 range, 
comparable to Avalon Bay’s other 
property in Coram — Avalon Pines.

“We do not profess to having the 
cheapest rates in town,” Mr. Walker said. 
“These will be high-end apartments.”

But Ms. Rudman and her associates 
insist the neighbors are getting the low 
end of the deal.

“The residents of Mooney Pond and 
Pauls Path are completely against this 
development,” she said. 

“This is going to be a disaster.”
Ms. Rudman pointed to the fact that 

the roads are currently used as a short 
cut for motorists looking to bypass 
traffic along Middle Country Road. 
She said two people have been killed 
within the last couple of years as a re-
sult of traffic accidents in the commu-
nity, which spans about five miles.

Ms. Rudman brought to the meeting 
an environmental assessment of the 
property by the Town of Brookhaven, 
which she said outlines more than 20 
concerns. Mr. Walker said the develop-
ment plans comply with those environ-
mental concerns. He added that the 
complex would have little impact on the 
school district, because the developers 
would pay the taxes and, typically, few 
school-age children move into Avalon 
Bay’s eight Long Island communities. 
He said the communities average .16 
children for every unit.

Mike Matnick, a resident of Pauls 

Path, said the community was suc-
cessful in fighting off a past plan for a 
similar development on the same par-
cel in 2001. He said a group of about 
80 people showed up at a Town Board 
meeting in opposition to the project.

He said a petition the group has orga-
nized currently has 73 signatures on it.

“Win, lose or draw, we’ll fight this 
development to the end,” Mr. Matnick 
proclaimed. “Hopefully we’ll still have 
our woods.”

o Mr. Rouse gave those in atten-
dance Monday an outline of the status 
of the highway department. He vowed 
that a pair of bond resolutions totaling 
$2.6 million recently approved for the 
department will make a major differ-
ence in the future.

He also introduced to residents an 
adopt-a-spot program for road beau-
tification that will be funded with rev-
enue generated from the Brite Nites 
holiday-lighting program. 

1 The Coram Civic will not meet 
in May. The regular meeting date falls 
on Memorial Day. The group will next 
meet June 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the old 
firehouse. Suffolk County Executive 
Steve Levy will be the guest.

Avalon Bay proposes 200 new apartments on Middle Country Road
Coram plan met with opposition


