
Rocky Point  Ci vi c  Associ at ion  
P.O.  Box  341 ,  Rocky Point ,  New York 11778  

ROCKY POINT CIVICS 

MEETNG – 9/10/13 

7:30 Pledge of Allegiance 

In Attendance 

President – Charles Bevington 

Treasurer – Kathy Weber 

Secretary -  Pat Adamko 

Membership Chair – Joan Sele 

Trustee – Virginia Heslin 

Jeff Davis made the Motion to 

Accept July minutes as written in 

the newsletter. The motion was 

Seconded by Joe Cognitore.    

Treasurers Report 

July 1, 2013 balances 

Checking $1,457.63 

Savings $3,099.98 

Cash $20.33 

Total $4,577.94 

Membership: 118 paid members; 

up 6 from last  month 

Corresponding Secretary Report:  

Sympathy card sent on behalf of 

the Civics to Linda Albo upon the 

loss of her husband. 

Cope Report was presented by 

Rory—see next page.: 

Motions: Motion was made by the 

President to issue checks for the 

HarvestFest to: 

Family Time Rental for two tents - 

$463.00 

Homegrown String Band - $600 

Shecky and the Twangtones - $400 

Rory Rubino made a motion to accept.  

Seconded by Joe Cognitore, Motion 

carried 

Motion carried 

Motion made by Joe Cognitore for the 

RP Civics to donate $100 to the 

Wounded Warrior Project  

Jeff Davis made a motion to accept.  

Seconded by Joe Saunders, Motion 

carried 

Announcements:    

Sat. Sept. 14th – VFW Annual BBQ 

Sat. Sept. 14th – Historical Society 

Yard Sale – proceeds to the Hallock 

House and Oct 20th ―Tea‖  

Sept. 30th – VFW 6th Annual Golf 

Outing – proceeds to the Wounded 

Warriors Project 

Sept. 21st – NSBPOA Golf Outing at 

Blackwells 

Grant Updates:  $1000 from the Dept. 

of State was resubmitted. 

New Business:    

Establishing a Nominating Committee 

to propose a slate of candidates for the 

RP Civics Board.   

No-one volunteered for the nominating 

committee.   

No-one expressed interest in running 

for the Board. 

Speakers:   

Legislator, Sarah Anker  

presented the Rocky Point Relay for 

Life Committee with certificates of 

recognition.   

Rails to Trails update – the project is 

moving along.  The Rocky Point 

portion of the trail system will be 

diverted to the local roadways and 

will continue from the Tesla property 

out to Wading River Road and west 

from Joseph Edgar School to Setau-

ket.  The project will be partially 

funded through the Federal Scenic 

Byways Grant.  There will be ongoing 

meetings over the next year or two 

for community input.   

The Legislature has put forth a reso-

lution to accept the $50,000 Revitali-

zation Grant for Rocky Point.  The 

money will go towards, curb cuts at 

Prince and Broadway, widening the 

sidewalks, lighting and planters. 

Celina Wilson, Bridge of Hope Re-

source Center 

Bridge of Hope introduced the 

―Therapeutic Center Bill‖ to Gov. 

Cuomo earlier this year.  They are 

looking for support for this initiative.  

Their website is http://

www.bridgeofhopec.com.   

The purpose of this bill is to address 

violence and delinquency problems in 

the local communities.   

 

8:50 pm - Motion to Adjourn made 

by Virginia Heslin and Seconded by 

Rory Rubino  

 

Vo l um e  2  Num ber  9  

C iv ic  Minut e s  Se pte mb e r 10 th   

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Minutes Sept 10th 1 

Village Discussion 2 

Farmers Market  

 

3 

Agenda  4 

COMMISSION ON 
AQUIFER           
PROTECTION  

4-
11 

Dr Potente: December 
speaker 

12 

Vo l um e  2  Num ber  9  
e m ai l  ve r sio n  

 

Bridge of Hope presen-

tation notes  from 9/10 

1 1  

October  Newsletter  2013  

2013 Meeting Dates: 

January 8 

February 5 

March 5 
April 2 

May 7 

June 4 

July 9 
No August Meeting 

September 10 

October 8 

November 5                        
December 3 

 

 



Support our pantries; bring 

some canned items to the meet-

ing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pa ge 2  

 

 Proposed 28th 

Amendment to the 

United States 

Constitution: 

"Congress shall make 

no law that applies to 

the citizens of the 

United States that 

does not apply equally 

to the Senators and/or 

Representatives; and, 

Congress shall make 

no law that applies to 

the Senators and/or 

Representatives that 

does not apply equally 

to the citizens of the 

United States." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For our political 

aspirants! 

Vo l um e  2  Num ber  9  

Call for members’ $10   

Annual and $15 Family 

  

Village: 

 http://law.onecle.com/new-york/village/VIL02-258_2-258.html 

 §  2-258  Apportionment  of  property  and  obligations  of  
a special district of a town upon the incorporation of a 
part in a village. If the territory so incorporated as a vil-
lage includes  within  its  boundaries part  of  a special 
district established by the town for a sewer, water, light, 
fire, park, health, police or  any  other  special  district  for 
municipal  purposes,  the  proportion of the bonded debt 
incurred by the  town and payable  by  a  tax  against  the  
property  within  a  special district, for whose benefit the 
bonds were issued which shall be assumed by  the  vil-
lage  and  the  apportionment  of personal and real prop-
erty belonging to the special district shall be determined 
according  to  the relative  assessed  valuation  of the 
personal and real property in that  portion of the special 
district without the  village  and  that  portion  within  the 
village, in the following manner...within  six  months after  
the  incorporation  of  the  village  becomes  complete  
upon the proportion of the debt and the apportionment of 
the  personal  and  real property,  then  the  supreme  
court  shall have power to determine such division and to 
enforce such award, division and determination as  shall 
be made in the premises in a suit in equity to be brought 
in the name of either of the said parties. 

Let’s discuss 8:30 PM this meeting! 

 



 

 

 

  

Rocky Point Farmers and 

Artisans Market     

Every Sunday 8AM—1 PM    

Downtown Rocky Point: Corner of 

Prince and Broadway 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothers Day Thru 

Thanksgiving 

Thank you to all the vendors that made 

HarvestFest a real ―Fest‖ especially  

Naturally Grass Fed, Davis Peach Farms 

and Sujecki Farms     

Farmers Market 2013 

Rocky Point New York

Income (Vendors) Budgeted Received

1 Watersong Soap 125.00$    125.00$    

2 Hamlet Organic Garden 125.00$    125.00$    

3 Natural Earth farms 125.00$    125.00$    

4 Naturally Grass Fed 125.00$    125.00$    

5 Sunburst Shrubs 125.00$    125.00$    

6 Back to Basics Natural Foods 125.00$    125.00$    

7 Rocky Point Artisan Brewery 125.00$    125.00$    

8 Vogelle Clays and Jewelry 125.00$    100.00$    

9 Davis Peach Farms 125.00$    125.00$    

10 Sweet Melissa Dips 125.00$    125.00$    

11 Blue Duck Bakery 125.00$    125.00$    

12 Sujecki Farms 125.00$    125.00$    

13 Corwin Farms 125.00$    125.00$    

14 Karen Cardone 125.00$    125.00$    

15 Lauren Lemp 125.00$    25.00$      

16 Daughter of the Moon 125.00$    

17 Figs 125.00$    

18 Nautical Creations Beach Glass 125.00$    50.00$      

19 Cards 125.00$    50.00$      

20 Catchel Custom Woodcraft 125.00$    125.00$    

Income Harvestfest Sept 15 125.00$    524.00$    

Donations other -$         

2,625.00$ 2,499.00$ 

95.2%

Community Tables

Expense (Budgeted and Actual) Expensed

Rental of Town Property - Old Depot Park 240.00$    

Signage Boards from Thurbers

Other Fest. Misc Expense Music 400.00$    

Octoberfest Canopy from Party Time Rentals 463.50$    

Octoberfest Music Homegrown String Band 600.00$    

Other Advertising 33.75$      

Insurance: D & O Insurance Paid by RP Civics 659.00$    

2,396.25$ 

Net 102.75$    



8:00 P.M. Topic: Meet the Candidates Night 

8:30 P.M. Village of Rocky Point discussion 

October 8th Agenda: 

Pledge of Allegiance 7:30 PM  

Roll call of Officers and Trustees  

Reading of Minutes of Previous Meeting  

Report of Officers  

Report of Committees  

Nomination Slate 2014 

 COPE Report 

Old Business 

 Land Use Committee Report 

New Business:  

 

 8:00 PM. Candidates  

8:30 “Village of Rocky Point” discussion 

Good and Welfare of the Association.  

Motion to Adjourn 9:00 PM 

Legislator Anker Announces Rocky Point Civic Association Approved for Downtown Revitalization Grant  

Legislator Sarah Anker announces that the Rocky Point Downtown Revitalization Grant was unanimously 

approved by the County Legislature’s Economic Development and Planning Committee on Wednesday 

and will go to the full Legislature for a vote on Tuesday October 8 in Riverhead. 

Through legislation and the assistance of Legislator Anker, the Rocky Point Civic Association will receive 

$50,000 to fund projects that will enhance and revitalize downtown Rocky Point.   

 ESTABLISHING THE LONG 

ISLAND COMMISSION ON AQUIFER PROTECTION AMENDED COPY AS OF 9/30/2013 

Intro. Res. No. 1565-2013 Laid on Table 6/18/2013 

Introduced by Legislators Spencer, Horsley, Hahn, Anker 

RESOLUTION NO. -2013, ESTABLISHING THE LONG ISLAND COMMISSION ON AQUIFER PROTECTION 

WHEREAS, an aquifer system underlies both Nassau and Suffolk County; and 

WHEREAS, the critical importance of the aquifer system was recognized by the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency when the system was designated a sole source 

aquifer (the “SSA”); and 

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIA-

TION 

President - Charles T. Bevington Ed.D. 

Vice President -  

Treasurer - Kathy Weber 

Recording Secretary - 

Corresponding Secretary  Pat Adamko 

Sergeant at Arms -  

Membership Secretary - Joan Sele 

Trustee - Jennifer Maertz- Virginia Hes-
lin 



WHEREAS, numerous studies and reports have recognized the critical 

importance of protecting the quantity and quality of water in the SSA; and 

WHEREAS, groundwater and surface water are inextricably linked in the Long 

Island water cycle and protecting the quality of groundwater will protect the quality of the surface 

water into which groundwater flows; and 

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the numerous reports and studies prepared to date, 

the preliminary results of Suffolk County’s Comprehensive Water Resources Management Plan 

highlight the need to undertake additional proactive measures to safeguard Long Island’s SSA; 

and 

WHEREAS, the proliferation of local governmental entities and decentralized 

land use controls on Long Island limits the ability of the two Counties to adequately address 

water quality issues due to the very nature of the SSA, which crosses all geopolitical 

boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, Nassau and Suffolk recognize the need for comprehensive planning 

and special studies to focus on opportunities and issues, such as groundwater protection 

strategies, that are best handled on a broad geographic scale; and 

WHEREAS, Nassau and Suffolk Counties need a strong bi-County commission 

specifically devoted to addressing the host of groundwater issues facing Suffolk and Nassau 

and to advocate a coordinated approach to the groundwater issues facing our region; and 

WHEREAS, the commission membership should include a consortium of private 

and public experts on groundwater issues; and 

WHEREAS, the Suffolk County Executive and this County Legislature have 

determined that is in the best interest of the County to establish, in conjunction with the County 

of Nassau, the Long Island Commission for Aquifer Protection (the “LICAP”) to build upon the 

previous studies and reports, identify areas for further research and suggest programmatic 

opportunities for preventing the further degradation of Long Island’s SSA and identify 

mechanisms, including land use controls, for improving the quality of water within the SSA and 

for implementing safeguards to maintain the quantity of water within the SSA; and 

WHEREAS, LICAP is intended to be a temporary commission charged with 

gathering relevant data on groundwater issues and preparing a State of the Aquifer Report and 

2 

a Groundwater Resources Management Plan that should form the scientific underpinning for a 

yet to be established entity; now, therefore be it 



1st RESOLVED, the Long Island Commission for Aquifer Protection (the “LICAP”) is 

hereby established; and be it further 

2nd RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Executive is hereby empowered and 

authorized to enter into an intermunicipal agreement with Nassau County, which agreement will 

set forth the terms and conditions under which the LICAP will operate, such agreement to be 

consistent with the terms of this resolution; and be it further 

3rd RESOLVED, that the LICAP shall consist of nine members. Five entities shall 

have a permanent membership position, the Suffolk County Water Authority, the Long Island 

Water Conference, the Nassau-Suffolk Water Commissioner’s Association and the Nassau and 

Suffolk Departments of Health. Each entity or member may designate a representative to 

attend meetings and such representative shall serve at the pleasure of his or her designating 

entity. There shall be four appointed members, two members to be appointed from Nassau 

County and two members to be appointed from Suffolk County, as set forth below. A quorum of 

the LICAP shall consist of no fewer than five voting members, which, at a minimum, must 

include at least three of the permanent members and at least one such member from Nassau 

County and at least one member from Suffolk County; any subcommittee of the Council shall 

contain equal representation from each County and at least one permanent member; and be it 

further 

4th RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Executive and the Presiding Officer of the 

Suffolk County Legislature shall each, subject to the approval of the Suffolk County Legislature, 

appoint one member to the LICAP, each of whom shall reside in Suffolk County. Each 

appointment shall be for a four year term except the initial non-permanent members of the 

LICAP shall have staggered terms, with the two Suffolk members having initial terms of one and 

four years and the two Nassau members having initial terms of two and three years. All 

members appointed pursuant to this resolved clause should have a background in hydrology, 

geology, hydrogeology, public sanitation, public health, and engineering, academia with a 

specialization in the study of groundwater issues, environmental protection and advocacy, or 

employment with a public water provider. Such members shall continue to hold office until their 

successors are appointed and qualified, provided that the appointment of a successor to a 

member who has continued to hold office after the expiration of his or her original term shall be 



for the unexpired portion of the new term; and, provided, further, that the vacancies in the 

LICAP occurring as a result of something other than the expiration of the term shall be filled by 

the appointing authority, subject to the approval of the Legislature, for the unexpired term; and 

be it further 

5th RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Executive, the Presiding Officer of the 

Suffolk County Legislature, the Minority Leader of the Suffolk County Legislature, the 

Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, the Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and 

Conservation, and the Commissioner of the Department of Economic Development and 

Planning, or their representatives, shall serve as ex-officio members of the LICAP, but shall not 

be entitled to vote, and a representatives from the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation, the United States Geologic Survey and the Long Island Groundwater Research 

Institute shall be invited to serve as ex-officio members; and be it further 
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6th RESOLVED, that the members of the LICAP shall receive no salary or 

compensation for their services; and be it further 

7th RESOLVED, that any LICAP member may be removed by their appointing or 

designating authority for cause, including a member’s failure to attend at least half of all 

regularly scheduled meetings during the calendar year; and be it further 

8th RESOLVED, the Chair and Vice-Chair of the LICAP shall rotate between the 

Suffolk County Water Authority, the Long Island Water Conference and the Nassau-Suffolk 

Water Commissioner’s Association on a two-year basis. The first Chair shall be the Suffolk 

County Water Authority’s representative. The Chair shall keep a record of its resolutions, 

transactions, findings and determinations, which shall be public record, and shall adopt and file 

with the Clerks of the Nassau County and Suffolk County Legislatures by-laws governing its 

operations, including by-laws governing procurement that comply with all state requirements 

and, to the extent possible and reasonable, provide for competitive solicitation of goods and 

services; and be it further 

9th RESOLVED, that the LICAP shall meet quarterly, or more often as agreed to by 

the LICAP. Notice of such meetings shall be provided, and such meetings shall be open to the 

public in compliance with the provisions of the Public Officers Law. Minutes of the meetings 



shall be kept and meeting agendas and minutes shall be provided to all LICAP members and 

ex-officio members; and be it further 

10th RESOLVED, that the LICAP is hereby authorized and empowered to receive and 

expend public and private funds, including grants from non-profit foundations, agencies, 

corporations, including, public benefit corporations, and private entities, contract with public 

corporations for in-kind services and may apply for and accept grants, donations, subsidies, or 

other funding from the federal, state and local governments, and enter into contracts for and 

agree to accept such grants, donations or subsidies in accordance with its approved purposes 

and make grants to public education and/or research institutions, such funds to be used for 

research purposes, provided that no more than 15% of the LICAP funds are used to pay for 

overhead or associated costs; and be it further 

11th RESOLVED, the LICAP shall have the power and authority to enter into 

agreements with consultants and experts and to pay for their services; and to provide for such 

other expenses as may be necessary and proper within the appropriations therefor; and be it 

further 

12th RESOLVED, that the members of the LICAP shall be subject to the Codes of 

Ethics contained in Chapter 77 of the Suffolk County Code or Section 2218 of the Nassau 

County Charter and Sections 22-4.2 and 22-4.3 of the Nassau County Administrative Code 

depending on their place of residence; notwithstanding the foregoing, LICAP staff members 

employed by a public corporation with its own Code of Ethics shall be subject only to the 

employing entity’s Code of Ethics; and be it further 

13th RESOLVED, LICAP members and the firms that they work for, or are associated 

with, shall be precluded from providing any paid services to LICAP; and be it further 

14th RESOLVED, that the LICAP shall prepare and release a State of the Aquifer 

Report (the “Report”) within one year of its first meeting and thereafter provide annual updates 

of the Report. The Report and its updates shall be issued to the Nassau and Suffolk County 
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Executives, the Nassau and Suffolk County Legislatures, and public water purveyors in Nassau 

and Suffolk Counties and posted on the LICAP website; and be it further 

15th RESOLVED, that LICAP, on an annual basis, shall conduct at least one public 

hearing in each County for the purpose of soliciting information necessary for the Report’s 



preparation on issues of regional concern affecting the SSA from members of the public and 

organizations involved in groundwater research, management and advocacy; and be it further 

16th RESOLVED, LICAP shall establish two standing committees, the 2040 Water 

Resources and Infrastructure Subcommittee (2040 WRIS) and the Water Resource 

Opportunities Subcommittee (WROS). The 2040 WRIS shall develop a 2040 WRIS Plan to 

identify long-term risks to the water supply industry created by global climate change. The 2040 

WRIS Plan shall recommend short term measures to strengthen public water distribution 

systems against these long term risks, including, but not limited to, the development of well 

placement criteria, mechanism for hardening water distribution system infrastructure in coastal 

areas and loss mitigation strategies, including methods for isolating vulnerable portions of 

distribution system during an event. The WROS will identify and quantify short term risks, if 

any, to groundwater resources; and be it further 

17th RESOLVED, within three years of the Report, LICAP shall issue a Groundwater 

Resources Management Plan (the “Plan”), containing including, but not limited, to: 

a. Qualitative and quantitative groundwater data; 

b. Anthropogenic threats to groundwater quality and quantity; 

c. Existing regulatory groundwater management regimes, 

d. Assessment of adequacy of existing groundwater management regulations, 

e. Management opportunities; 

f. Development of recommendations; 

g. Methods for implementing the recommendations and proposed regulatory 

amendments; and 

h. Implementation program, including stakeholders, roles and responsibilities, 

prioritization of actions, schedule and costs; 

and be it further 

18th RESOLVED, in preparing the Plan, the LICAP may: 

a. conduct surveys, studies, and research programs that address regional 

groundwater needs, including general protection, enhancement, quality of 

life, sustainable growth and development dependent on the SSA, and 

distribute information and recommendations resulting from such surveys, 

studies, and research programs; 



b. consult and cooperate with the state government, its political subdivisions 
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and public and private entities in matters related to regional groundwater 

protection issues; and 

c. establish relationships with local universities and colleges on groundwater 

protection issues; 

and be it further 

19th RESOLVED, the LICAP shall provide public notice upon completion of a draft 

Groundwater Resources Management Plan and shall conduct at least one public hearing in 

each County on such draft prior to the issuance of the Plan; and be it further 

20th RESOLVED, notice of all hearings conducted pursuant to this resolution shall 

comply with the requirements of the Public Officers Law and shall, in addition, be provided to 

appropriate organizations identified by the LICAP; and be it further 

21st RESOLVED, if the LICAP maintains funds in its exclusive custody and control or 

enters into any agreement providing for the payment of LICAP funds, it shall, consistent with the 

requirements of General Municipal Law Section 239-h, engage a Certified Public Accountant to 

complete an annual financial audit and audit of the internal control structure of the LICAP, a 

copy of which shall be included in the annual report: 

a. the LICAP shall file with the Nassau and Suffolk County Executives and 

the Nassau and Suffolk County Legislatures the terms and conditions of 

its employment/consultant agreements within 30 days of entering into 

such agreements; and 

b. the LICAP shall be subject to audit by the Nassau and Suffolk County 

Comptrollers. LICAP need not prepare such reports, if either County, on 

LICAP’s behalf, engages a third party to perform work at the direction of 

LICAP or if either County hires employees to work on LICAP projects; 

and be it further 

22nd RESOLVED, the LICAP shall focus its efforts solely on quality and quantity of 

groundwater in the SSA and methods for preventing further degradation of such waters, 

improving these waters and ensuring their quality and quantity for future generations and those 

issues as requested by either County Executive and/or either County Legislature; and be it 



further 

23rd RESOLVED, that this resolution shall become effective upon the approval and 

adoption of a substantially similar resolution or ordinance by Nassau County; provided, 

however, that such a resolution or ordinance shall not be construed as “substantially similar” if it 

affects the powers of Suffolk County or its members on the LICAP, including, but not limited to, 

representation, voting powers or Suffolk County’s financial contribution to the LICAP; and be it 

further 

24th RESOLVED, that the LICAP will expire and the terms of its members will 

terminate five years after the effective date of this resolution or the effective date of the 

ordinance adopted by Nassau County, whichever is later, unless both counties enact a new 

resolution/ordinance reauthorizing LICAP and its mission; and be it further 
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25th RESOLVED, that this Legislature, being the State Environmental Quality Review 

Act (SEQRA) lead agency, hereby finds and determines that this resolution constitutes a Type II 

action pursuant to Section 617.5(c)(20), (21) and (27) of Title 6 of the NEW YORK CODE OF 

RULES AND REGULATIONS (6 NYCRR) and within the meaning of Section 8-0109(2) of the 

NEW YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW as a promulgation of regulations, 

rules, policies, procedures, and legislative decisions in connection with continuing agency 

administration, management and information collection, and the Suffolk County Council on 

Environmental Quality (CEQ) is hereby directed to circulate any appropriate SEQRA notices of 

determination of non-applicability or non-significance in accordance with this resolution. 

DATED: APPROVED BY: 

____________________________ County Executive of Suffolk County, Date:    

Bridge of Hope presentation notes from the last meeting… The Bridge of Hope Resource Center 

The meeting intended to give a brief understanding on violence and its devastating effects on our communities to-

day. Form community groups to help assess, develop activities, raise awareness and educate the public. 

Taking the proper steps today will ensure that our communities continue to grow and thrive, not just for now but 

also for the future. 

The center has proposed legislation that will mandate states to place therapeutic centers in vulnerable populations 

where there is a high degree of violence and where youths and their families are at risk. In addition, the centers will 

help to maintain family stability and put children on a path of success. The center is a multi-purpose center that 

would bring the community together for specific issues of violence in the community and family, for educational and 

for recreation. 

http://bridgeofhoperc.com/ for further information 



Speaker for November 5th: Dr, John Potente 

http://sagharboronline.com/sagharborexpress/suffolk-close-up/poisoned-lobsters-25111 

Poisoned Lobsters Posted on 23 August 2013 By Karl Grossman 

If you're going to eat a lobster on Long Island, it's highly unlikely these days that it came from the waters of the Long Island Sound - 

long a huge source of lobsters. That's because the lobster fishery in the Sound has been decimated. In Connecticut, the die-off has 

been blamed on the spraying of toxic mosquito pesticides. Clinching the case was the finding last year of the pesticides methoprene 

and resmethrin in lobster tissue. Thus the state passed a measure, signed into law in June, banning the use of methoprene and res-

methrin in coastal areas of Connecticut. An exception can be made if there are documented instances of mosquito-borne disease, 

notably West Nile Virus. 

Now Suffolk County Legislator Jay Schneiderman of Montauk has introduced a bill to restrict the use of methoprene in the estuaries of 

Suffolk. An exception is provided if there are, as his bill states, "one or more disease threats, including, but not limited to West Nile 

Virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis.positively identified in local mosquito populations" and "two or more bacterial larvicide treat-

ments have been unsuccessful." Mr. Schneiderman, who before getting into government was a science teacher, says Suffolk "should 

be doing everything it can to limit the unnecessary introduction of toxins into our environment" and "there are alternatives to metho-

prene that have not been shown to be harmful to our crabs and lobsters." Of resmethrin, "right now," said the lawmaker from his office 

in Sag Harbor, he is not including it in legislation. 

Methoprene is sold under the name Altosid and is a "larvicide" designed to upset the growth pattern of infant mosquitoes. Resmethrin, 

sold under several trade names including Scourge, is an "adulticide" that kills grown mosquitoes. The huge problem is that they also 

impact other life - including lobsters. At a press conference in Connecticut held with the law's passage there, State Senator Bob Duff 

said: "The fisheries of Long Island Sound have been devastated by this lobster die-off." Some 3.7 million pounds of lobster were 

caught in Connecticut waters in 1998 and 142,000 pounds in 2011, the date of the most recent tally. "We've seen a 98 percent decline 

in the lobsters we catch," Roger Frate, owner of Darien Seafood said. 

John Shaban, a member of the Connecticut House of Representatives, said: 

"For several years we have listened to the experts who told us that these pesticides could not harm the lobster population." Last year, 

however, with the finding of methoprene and resmethrin in dead, dying and some live lobsters "we learned that the experts may have 

been wrong." 

Earlier, the state of Maine, Legislator Schneiderman noted in a statement last week, became "the only East Coast fishery where 

methoprene has been banned" and its "lobster population.is at acceptable, sustainable levels." Indeed, if you are eating a lobster 

nowadays on Long Island, it likely came from Maine or Canada. 

In 2007, four members of Suffolk's Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) - established to be the environmental watchdog for county 

government - resigned after a large majority on the Suffolk Legislature approved a county mosquito control plan providing for heavy 

use of methoprene and resmethrin. The plan had been rejected by CEQ. 

One of the four, Dr. John Potente, told the legislature then that "we did our research and homework" and found 'damning evidence' 

that the die-off of Long Island Sound lobsters was connected to methoprene and resmethrin. 

Last week, Dr. Potente told me: "In the name of mosquito control, the Suffolk County Department of 

Public Works [DPW] has a history of aggressively spraying chemicals that it has known little about." 
Mr. Schneiderman's bill to restrict the use of methoprene "would put Suffolk County in the right direction in terms of being precautious 

about spraying chemicals that have too many associated hidden health hazards." 

Suffolk County has a long history of using pesticides in a big way. Suffolk had a role in the banning of DDT in the 

U.S. The publication in 1962 of Rachel Carson's landmark book "Silent Spring" was key. But another factor was a lawsuit challenging 

the spraying of DDT by the Suffolk County Mosquito Control Commission which preceded DPW in doing pesticide spraying here. The 

DDT spraying resulted in the egg shells of the area's signature bird, the osprey, to become paper-thin and break when sat on in nests 

resulting in a sharp decline in the osprey population. Then and now, here as in Connecticut, we've been told by "experts" who push 

pesticides that they are safe. 

See you next meeting: 


